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USDA Awards Specialty Crop Grants to Strengthen Agricultural Economy

Investments to Create New Markets for American Agricultural Products

DATELINE, Oct. 5, 2011 – Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan announced that USDA will be investing in 55 specialty crop block grants that will fund 740 initiatives across the United States and its territories.   The grants will help strengthen the market for specialty crops such as fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and nursery crops, including floriculture.  

“Agriculture plays a vital role in the health and strength of our economy, and by investing in specialty crop growers and producers across the country, we can help spark new markets and job creation, while expanding production of healthy, safe and affordable food,” said Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan. 
A growing number of specialty crop producers are selling into local and regional markets and many of the grants announced today help support specialty crop producers and small businesses expand their business locally. These markets offer a significant opportunity to create jobs for farmers and entrepreneurs. Funds will be used by all 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program for fiscal year 2011 supports initiatives that:

· Increase nutritional knowledge and specialty crop consumption

· Improve efficiency within the distribution system and reduce costs

· Promote the development of good agricultural, handling and manufacturing practices while encouraging audit fund cost-sharing for small farmers, packers and processors

· Support research through standard and green initiatives

· Enhance food safety

· Develop new/improved seed varieties and specialty crops

· Control pests and diseases

· Create organic and sustainable production practices

· Establish local and regional fresh food systems

· Expand food access in underserved/food desert communities  

Georgia has been awarded $1,134,876.58 in SCBG funding for 18 proposed projects.  These projects include the following:

Carroll County

Department of Community Development

 “Vineyard and Winery Initiative for West Georgia” 

Center for Applied Nursery Research

“Supporting Southeastern Ornamental Growers through Providing Timely Applied

   Research and Grower Information on Sustainable Production Practices and New Plant

   Introductions” 

Emory University

 “Building the Consumer Base for Georgia Crops” 

Fort Valley State University

“Quantifying the Market for Organic Fruit and Vegetable Production in Georgia” 

Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commission for Pecans

“Media Promotion Campaign” 

Georgia Department of Agriculture

“Feed My School for a Week” 

Georgia Department of Agriculture

Agritourism Division

 “Expanding Specialty Crop Agritourism in Georgia” 

Georgia Fruit & Vegetable Growers Association

 “Promoting the GEORGIA GROWN Brand and Nutritional Value of Fruits and Vegetables

   to Increase Market Share for Georgia Producers” 

“Educational Training and Informational Access Program Solutions to Help Increase

   Specialty Crop Competitiveness for Southeastern Producers” 

“Increasing Fruit and Vegetable Market Share for Georgia Growers” 

Georgia Olive Farms

 “What Infrastructure and Capital Investment is Required to Establish the Southeastern

   U.S., Centered in Georgia, as a Significant Producer of Olive Oil on a Global Basis?” 

Georgia Pecan Growers Association

 “Increasing the Promotion of Georgia Grown Pecans” 

Georgia Watermelon Association

 “Increasing Profitability for Georgia Watermelon Producers through Consumer

   Education and Awareness 2011-2012” 

Hospitality Education Foundation of Georgia

 “Top Chefs Top Crops:  Georgia’s Top Chefs Teach Students How to Use Specialty

   Crops”
UGA – Griffin

Center for Food Safety

“Control of Foodborne Pathogens on Fresh Produce (Year 2)” 

UGA – Griffin

Department of Entomology

 “Increasing Competitiveness of Georgia’s Cut Flower and Greenhouse Industry-

   Phase 3” 
UGA – Griffin

GA Center for Urban Agriculture

 “Product Development:  Sustainable Turfgrass and Water Conservation” 

Vidalia® Onion Committee

 “Vidalia® Onion Retail and Consumer ‘Country Music’ Marketing Campaign” 

Deputy Secretary Merrigan also highlighted the three pending trade agreements with Colombia, Panama, and South Korea that will support tens of thousands of jobs in the United States and create market opportunities for specialty crop producers. When approved, these agreements will clear the way for new American exports around the world, help create jobs and provide new income opportunities for our nation’s agricultural producers, small businesses, and rural communities. For American agriculture, passage of these agreements means over $2.3 billion in additional exports, supporting nearly 20,000 jobs here at home. 

The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program is administered by the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS).  Visit www.ams.usda.gov/scbgp to read fiscal year 2011 project summaries.  A listing of awards by location is also available.

#

Get the latest AMS news at http://www.ams.usda.gov/news or follow us on Twitter @USDA_AMS.
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